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On May 10, a rebel organization calling itself the New Guatemalan Revolutionary Movement
(NMRG) released a communique threatening to "eliminate" President Jorge Serrano, his six
predecessors, and past and present armed forces chiefs. NMRG leader Nestor Grajeda said that
the new rebel group was in response to "the existence of the army which must be cut out at its root,
physically eliminating all the present and past assassins of the people." The NMRG also threatened
to "judge" all legislators for their complicity in government corruption. The rebel group claims that
its base of operations is located in San Marcos department. The NMRG said it rejects peace talks
between the government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG), described
as "plagued with capitalism and foreign interests." The communique was the first evidence of the
existence of a rebel spinoff organization. Juan Jose Redial, national deputy and former interior
minister, said he did not take the communique's threats seriously, calling them "demagogic
and ridiculous." He suggested that the NMRG could be a dissident group within the URNG or a
rightwing attempt to disrupt the peace talks. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 05/10/91)
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